
4-H Family News
Montcalm County

December 2025

Sunni Haglund (4-H Program 
Coordinator)
haglun10@msu.edu  

Vicki Newcomb (Office 
Manager)
newcombv@msu.edu 

211 W Main St, PO Box 368
Stanton, Michigan
48888

Contact Us:

(989) 831 - 7500

msue.montcalm@county.msu.edu

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/

Happy December!
Don’t forget to enroll in 4-H Online before December 1st (new members deadline is April 
1st).  If you are not seeing your club listed in the system, that means that your club has 
not submitted their required annual reports, or the club management team is still making 
its way through the ocean of annual paperwork reviews – sign up under Montcalm County 
4-H General Experience for the time being. If your youth member is in their 18 or older 4-H 
age, the parent/guardian will not be able to input their name/signature within the 
acknowledgement section of the application; the youth will need to enter either “N/A” or 
their name, within the parent/guardian blocks.  Here is the most up to date Family 
Enrollment Guide, for your reference: https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/uploads/files/4-H+Online+Family+Guide+-+rev.+9-1-23.pdf 
Sincerely,
Sunni Haglund
4-H Program Coordinator

Montcalm County Committee Meeting times & locations

• Fairboard Association | 1st Monday of the month | 7:00 p.m. | Ash 
Building – Fairgrounds

• 4-H Dog Committee  |  1st Thursday of the month  |  6:30 p.m.  |  
Ash Building – Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/93418977992 passcode: 4Hdog)

• 4-H Horse Leaders  |  2nd Tuesday of the month  |  7:00 p.m.  |  
Ash Building – Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/96502762151 passcode: Horse)

• 4-H Council |  3rd Monday of the month  |  6:30 p.m. |  via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/95340301576 passcode: Council)

• 4-H Community Connection Committee (CCC)  |  3rd Monday of 
the month  |  7:00 p.m.  |  via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/95542684298 passcode: 4HCCC)

• 4-H Small Animal Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  6:00 
p.m.  |  Ash Building  - Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/93871161694 passcode: 4Hyouth)

• 4-H Youth Livestock Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  
6:30 p.m.  |  Ash Building  - Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/93871161694 passcode: 4Hyouth)
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COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
• Fairboard
• Greenville Christmas Parade
• Cedar Springs Christmas Parade
• Belding “Home for the Holidays”

Date: 12/1/25
Date: 12/5/25 
Date: 12/6/25 
Date:       12/13/25

No other December meetings – January meetings:
• Fairboard Date: 1/5/26
• Dog Committee Date: 1/6/26
• Horse Leaders Date: 1/13/26
• Advisory Council Date: 1/19/26
• Community Connections Date: 1/19/26
• County-Wide Dog Practice Date: 1/22/26
• Small Animal / Youth Livestock / MCFAAC Date: 1/26/26
• MCFA Mega Raffle Date: 1/31/26
Times and locations for each 4-H committee meeting can be found on the front page of this 
newsletter!

Don’t forget to visit the Montcalm County Fairgrounds UPDATED webpage 
https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/.

***SIGN UP FAIR FAMILY***
For Text Updates and Reminders 

Text @MONTCALMCO TO: 81010

https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/


4-H Committee Information
Advisory Council – 3rd Monday 6:30 pm – Zoom
Dairy Committee – typically held just before/during/right after fair
Dog Committee – 1st Thursday 6:30 pm – Ash Building
Community Connections – 3rd Monday following Advisory – Zoom
Horse Committee – 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm – Ash Building
Small Animal Committee – 4th Monday 6:00 pm – Ash Building
Youth Livestock – 4th Monday 6:30 pm – Ash Building

All 4-H committees are open to any club member or parent (volunteer or 
not), and they would love to have your input at these meetings.  If you are 
interested in being more involved with one of the committees, or 
becoming a superintendent or a junior superintendent, please come to 
their meetings.  You can also send an email to Sunni at 
haglun10@msu.edu, if you’re unable to make it to the meeting but would 
like more information; most meetings have zoom options.

Executive Board Positions:  Superintendent Positions:
President      Dairy – Kim / Sally Thomsen 
Vice President     Dog – Dog 
Secretary      Horse – Horse 
Treasurer      Goat – Small Animal
       Camelid – Small Animal
       Rabbit/Cavy – Small animal
       Poultry – Small Animal
       Record Books – Advisory 
       Still Exhibit – Advisory 
       Performing Arts/Style Review – Advisory
       Showmanship Sweepstakes – Advisory 

mailto:haglun10@msu.edu


4-H Committee Information
Advisory Council – Bylaws 
Community Connections – Bylaws
Dog Committee – Bylaws 
Horse Committee – Bylaws
Small Animal Committee – Bylaws
Youth Livestock – Bylaws
If you are curious about what each committee is responsible for, feel free 
to look at their bylaws for more information.  

Blessings Pantry Update:
We have had an outpour of support from our 4-H community, and I 
couldn’t be prouder!
As of today, we’ve had donations from the following clubs/groups/families:
4-H Future Leaders
Burgess Lake 4-H Club
Montcalm 4-H Friends-N-Critters
Montcalm 4-H Horse Leaders
The Rebel Clovers 4-H Club
Traiblazers 4-H Club
The Altizer family
The McCambridge family

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/files/Bylaws%20revised%202019.docx
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/files/Bylaws-Signed%205-20-19.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/files/Bylaws.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/files/32025ByLawsConstitution.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/files/MCSAC%20Bylaws%2025AUG25_Signed.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/updated%20bylaws%20September%202022.pdf


4-H Committee Information
Dog Committee: 
We are offering county-wide dog practices throughout the year on a rotating schedule 
for each practice (see page 16).  If your youth is planning to show dog this year, 
please check out and follow the 4-H Dog Committee Facebook page, or stay tuned 
for future updates via email.  Each youth exhibitor will have to participate in at least 2 
of the County-Wide dog practices.
Shooting Sports:
4-H Precision Archers is a new archery club that will be having their first meeting in 
February (see page 19).
***Kim Fouts-Stebbins is our County’s Shooting Sports Coordinator.  All questions 
and requests pertaining to the shooting sports program, should go through her first.  
Her contact is 4hfoutsstebbins@gmail.com 
Kim is starting a Shooting Sports Committee, and their meetings will start in January.  
She asks that all clubs who have shooting sports as a project area, attend the 
meetings and join the committee.  Stay tuned for more information!
Small Animal Committee:
Save the Date!!!  The 2026 Small Animal Showmanship Workshop will be held at the 
Small Animal Barn on May 16th.
Community Connections Committee:
December Challenge: Project Night Lights at Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital on 
December 10th. Dress in costume if you want and bring glow sticks. If members 
want to participate, please contact Kim Pennock at smyrnami@yahoo.com or Sunni 
at haglun10@msu.edu (see page 15)
Horse Leaders Committee:
Their spring tack sale will be held at the Fairgrounds on March 14th.  The Junior 
Horse Leaders are offering a discount for 4-H Groups who would like to have a 
fundraiser table at the tack sale.  Contact montcalmcountyjuniors@gmail.com for 
more information (see page 23).

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492
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The Youth Livestock Committee has voted to introduce incentives for 
youth members who participate in our meetings. We will be issuing 
reward cards to each youth who attends a meeting. For every 
meeting attended, they will receive a stamp on an animal on their 
card. Once all the animals are stamped, we will host a pizza party at 
the following meeting!

Their meetings are held at 6:30 PM, on the 4th Monday of each 
month, in between the Small Animal Committee meeting and the 
Montcalm County Fair Association Agricultural Committee 
(Livestock/MCFAAC).  

They voted on the following awesome educational topics to focus on 
for their cold weather month meetings: Jan – Meat Cuts / Feb – 
Swine feeding/nutrition / March – Get your animals ready for fair 



Helpful Links
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/montcalm_county_4_h/4-h-resources 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/montcalm_county_4_h/4-h-scholarships 

Resources

County Awards and Scholarships

https://helping-youth-thrive.extension.org/home/ 
4-H Youth Thriving Model

4-H.org – Activity Guides
https://4-h.org/clover/activity-guides/download-4h-activity-guides/ 

MSU 4-H Resources
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4h/resources 

MSU-Extension Montcalm County 4-H Page: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/montcalm_county_4_h 

Club and Volunteer Information: https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/montcalm_county_4_h/4-h-club-volunteer-information 

Montcalm County 4-H Welcome Packet: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/uploads/files/Welcome%20Packet.pdf 
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MCFA Committee Information
Fairboard – 1st Monday 7:00 pm – Ash Building
MCFA Livestock – 4th Monday 7:00 pm – Ash Building
Marketing Committee – Jackie Nadeau
Buildings and Grounds – Todd Hetherington
Bylaws/Policy & Procedure – Sunni Haglund
Budget and Audit – Lisa Johnson
Rental – Katie Johnson / Brad Heft
Judges – Sunni Haglund / Amanda Ives
Concessions/Exhibits/Grandstand Events
 – Lisa Johnson
Fairbook / Showorks – Michelle Nitengale
Awards – Tammy Hancock
Kids Day / Special Needs Day – Brad Heft
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/montcalm_county_4_h/fair_information 

If you are interested in joining any of these committees, please reach out 
to the individuals next to the committee.  If you need contact 
information, please email Sunni at haglun10@msu.edu or the MCFA 
Fairboard at MCFAFairboard@gmail.com 

Fairboard:
Meets 1st Monday of 
each month at 7 PM

Superintendent Positions:
Swine – MCFA Livestock 
Beef – MCFA Livestock 
Sheep – MCFA Livestock 

Committees that could 
really benefit with more 
members:
*Bylaws/Policy and 
Procedures
*Budget and Audit
*Judges 
*Awards
*Kids Day/Special Needs 
Day
*Pee Wee Program

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/montcalm_county_4_h/fair_information
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MCFA Agricultural Committee (MCFAAC / Livestock Committee):

2026 MCFA Fair Information: 
Montcalm County 4-H  | Fair Association

Questions can be e-mailed to MCFlivestock@gmail.com 

Montcalm County Fair information will be 
disseminated via email, Facebook, the fair website, 

and in the 4-H newsletter, as it is known.   

MCFA Committee Updates:

https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/exhibitor-info 

Your 2026 MCFA Board of Directors:
Todd Hetherington  Brad Heft
Lisa Johnson   Jason Nadeau
Tammi Jahnke   Joe Minkel
Jamie Goodrich  Amanda Ives
Tammy Hancock  Shawn Hyde
Tommy Aldridge  Melissa Williams
Dan Humphrey  Jamison German
Eric Christensen

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/montcalm_county_4_h/fair_information
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 10 – December 15: Online Parent Talk System Webinar Series
Online
This parenting workshop is designed to improve communication and provide strategies for raising 
confident, caring, responsible children. Caregivers of toddlers to teens will explore eliminating 
unwanted behavior, setting limits, teaching about consequences, giving effective feedback, 
promoting independence and developing character. Participants will meet for six week on Mondays.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/the-parent-talk-system-series-november-december-2025

November 11: Wild Spartans – Wildfire & Warriors: Science Where You Least Expect It 
Online
Meet Michele Richards, natural resources and wildland fire program manager with the Michigan 
Army National Guard. Learn about her work and the education and career path she followed to get 
there. This free virtual series is open to 4-H and non-4-H youth ages 12-19 years.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-monthly-wildlife-fisheries-webinar-series-2025-2026

November 12: 4-H Chef Turkey Cheese Ball 
Lenawee County MSU Extension Office, Adrian
Youth ages 5-11 will create a cheese ball that is perfect as a Thanksgiving appetizer. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-chef-turkey-cheese-ball

November 13: Adulting 101 – Conflict Resolution and Civil Discourse
Online
Participants will learn how to manage disagreements with respect and open-mindedness, paving the 
way for stronger, healthier relationships. Leave with strategies to approach conflict confidently, 
express oneself respectfully, and find common ground with others. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-toughtalks 

November 15: 4-H Holidays Around the World Workshop – Diwali
Flat Rock Public Library, Flat Rock
Open to youth in grades 3–8, this hands-on workshop invites participants to learn about the 
traditions and cultural significance of Diwali, one of India’s most celebrated holidays.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-holidays-workshop-diwali

November 18: Mich. 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series: So You Want to Be a Club Leader? 
Online
Thinking about leading a club or want to refresh your leadership skills? Join to learn what it takes to 
be an effective and inspired club leader—from logistics and communication to culture and connection. 

12-1 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-so-you-
want-to-be-a-club-leader-lets-talk-noon 
7-8 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-so-you-
want-to-be-a-club-leader-lets-talk-7pm 

 

The 4-H Thriving Model and 
4-H Beyond Ready work hand-
in-hand to prepare youth for 
success. The Thriving Model 
focuses on how quality 4-H 
experiences help young people 
grow by building sparks, 
relationships, and a sense of 
belonging that leads to thriving. 
Beyond Ready builds on this 
foundation by helping youth 
take what they’ve learned and 
apply it school, careers and 
real life. 

Together, they ensure that 4-H 
youth don’t just gain skills, but 
also the confidence, 
adaptability, and resilience to 
use those skills in the future. 
Through this connection, 
young people are not only 
supported in their personal 
growth today but are equipped 
to be “beyond ready” for 
whatever comes next. 

Contact your local 4-H staff for 
more information.  

4-H Thriving Model 
of Positive Youth 

Development 
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STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Support 4-H with the TSC Paper Clover Campaign

On October 8, MSU Extension hosted the third Michigan 4-H Day at the Capitol to showcase 
the positive impact of the Michigan 4-H program and bring additional visibility to its effects. 
The event was held in the atrium of Heritage Hall – the Capitol Visitor’s Center.

“We’re immensely proud of the Michigan 4-H program, which has been shaping futures and 
transforming communities for more than 115 years,” said Quentin Tyler, MSU Extension 
director. “We’re grateful for the opportunity to showcase this remarkable program to our state 
leaders for the third consecutive year and to bring additional awareness to the life-changing 
impact of 4-H.”

MSU Extension hosts successful third Michigan 4-H Day at the Capitol

Join the 4-H For Good Challenge!
A simple act of kindness can spark a ripple of good — and you can be the spark! National 4-H 
Council is teaming up with Universal Pictures leading up to the release of Wicked: For Good on 
November 21 by celebrating the power of young people and communities and creating a wave of 
kindness.

Just like Elphaba and Glinda in Wicked: For Good, your choices can change the world. This 
challenge is open to everyone — youth, families, schools, workplaces, and community groups —
and it's your chance to show how one good deed can inspire another.

Join the #4HForGoodChallenge in four easy steps:

1. Do something good. Big or small, every act counts. Help out, give back or simply show 
someone you care.

2. Share your heart hands. Snap a pic of your heart hand and write a short post about your good deed.

3. Post it online. Use the hashtag #4HForGood and tag 4-H.

4. Challenge your crew. Tag for friends and invite them to keep the good growing!

From Nov. 28 – Dec. 14, Tractor Supply Company (TSC) customers across the nation will have the 
opportunity to support 4-H youth by purchasing a $1 clover at checkouts when shopping both in stores or 
online at www.TractorSupply.com during the campaign dates.
Funds raised will support county, state and national 4-H programming. To learn more, visit 
www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/cms/4h.
You can also support 4-H by purchasing three special commemorative 4-H holiday ornaments, now in 
TSC stores! Proceeds from the sale of ornaments support 4-H.

Michigan 4-H Day at the Capitol was attended by legislators, stakeholders and members of the public. At the event, attendees visited 
information booths hosted by Michigan 4-H youth and staff. A brief program was held, featuring Tyler, as well as: Representative Jerry 
Neyer; MSU President Kevin Guskiewicz; Jackie Venton, Michigan Department of State Chief Operating Officer and a Michigan 4-H 
alumna; Logan Dole, Michigan 4-H youth from Clare County; and Danykah Muck, Michigan 4-H youth from Livingston County.

The program was livestreamed on the Michigan 4-H Facebook and can be viewed at www.facebook.com/Michigan4H. 

http://www.tractorsupply.com/
http://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/cms/4h








You're invited to join the Montcalm County 4-H Community 
Connections Committee for Project Night Lights on Wednesday, 
December 10th! It's a magical and uplifting event geared to help the 
patients and families at Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital feel 
supported by community members and area first responders.
It starts at 8:30 p.m. and lasts around 30 minutes. Learn more at 
https://www.silentobserver.org/program_posts/project-night-
lights/ 

Montcalm County 4-H Community Connections
December Challenge

https://www.silentobserver.org/program_posts/project-night-lights/
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https://www.givingbean.com/store/home.php?partner=3d142  
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MQHA Tack Sale and Equine Connection Weekend!  
New format! January 30 – February 1, 2026 

Farm Bureau Pavilion at MSU - 4301 Farm Lane, Lansing, MI 
Come for the Tack Sale and stay for the clinics! 

24th Annual MQHA New & Used Tack Sale   

 Tack Sale Hours: Saturday and NEW! Sunday 9 am to 4 pm 
 Shopping?? Admission is free! Great selection of high quality new and used merchandise! 
 Selling??  10 x 10 spaces are $85 with a table or $75 without.  Add Sunday for an extra $25 per space. 
 Make your reservation online at www.miquarterhorse.com or contact MQHA for more information! 

Equine Connection Weekend – Every age, every skill level WELCOME! 

Friday, January 30 
• 6:30 pm Horse Judging Clinic (and Horse Judging Contest Sat. a.m. is $15 pre-registered or $20 at the door.) 

Saturday, January 31 
• 8:30 am Horse Judging Contest  
• 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm Classroom Clinics - topics and exact times to be announced. Free of charge. 
• 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm Arena Clinic – Showmanship Level 1, with AQHA Professional Horseman, Ryan Cottingim.  

Participation in the clinic is limited to 12 and cost is $50.   
• Arena audit charge is $15 per day pre-registered or $20 at the door for both Saturday arena sessions.     
• 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm Arena Clinic – Horsemanship Level 1, with AQHA Professional Horseman, Ryan Cottingim. 

Participation in the clinic is limited to 12 and cost is $50.         
 
Sunday, February 1 

• 8:00 am to 10:00 am Arena Clinic – Showmanship Level 2, with AQHA Professional Horseman, Ryan Cottingim.  
Participation in the clinic is limited to 12 and the cost is $50.    

• Audit charge is $15 per day pre-registered or $20 at the door for all three Sunday arena sessions.     
• 9:00 am to noon – Hippology Contest $15 pre-registered or $20 at the door 
• 11 am to 1:00 pm Arena Clinic Horsemanship Level 2, with AQHA Professional Horseman, Ryan Cottingim. 

Participation in the clinic is limited to 12 and the cost is $50.  
• 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm Trail Clinic, with AQHA Professional Horseman, Ryan Cottingim. Participation in the clinic is 

limited to 12 and the cost is $50. 
 
Other Details 

• Pre-registration is o ered and encouraged.   
•  Arena clinics with Ryan Cottingim are limited to 12 per session. Saturday clinics are $50 each or both �or $90.  Sunday 

clinics are $50 each or $125 �or all three. 
• 4H Clubs with more than 5 attending either day receive a $5 per person discount i� pre-registered under their 4H Club. 
• Pre-registration ends on Jan.19. Register by Dec. 23 to ensure you receive our Equine Connection Weekend t-shirt. 
• For more in�ormation contact Michigan Quarter Horse at in�o@miquarterhorse.com or call 616-225-8211.  
• Updated in�ormation, including registration �orms and host hotels, will be available soon. Watch the MQHA FB page or 

the MQHA website at www.miquarterhorse.com or use QR codes here: 
 
 

TACK SALE CLINIC 
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